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THE NON-ALIGHED HiEWS POOL 

ANNCR: VOA NEWS ANALYST RONALD J. DUNLAVEY DISCUSSES A PLAN 
FOR POOLING NEWS WHICH WILL BE PRESENTED TO THE NON~ALIGNED 
CONFERENCE AT SRI LANKA NEXT WEEK: 
VOICE: 

ONE OF THE HORE INTERESTING ITENS TO COHE BEFORE THE 
CONFERENCE OF NON-ALIGNED COUNTRIES IN SRI LANKA NEXT (WEEK 
IS A PLAN TO ESTABLISH A NEWS POCL. EACH GOVERNMENT TAKING 
PART WOULD DECIDE WHAT NEWS IT THOUGHT SHOULD BE PRINTED 
OR BROADCAST. THIS NEWS WOULD THEN BE POOLED, OR COMBINED, ANO 
CIRCULATED THROUGH THE COUNTRIES CONCERNEO---AND PRESUMABLY 
TO THE REST OF THE WORLD. Ii! THE NON-ALIGNED WORLD, SO THE 
THEORY GOES, THIS OFFICIALLY-SANCTIONED WEWS WOULD EITHER 
COMPLENENT OR SUBSTITUTE FOR THAT NOW PROVIDED SY THE ESTABLISHED 
INTERNATIONAL NEWS AGENCIES, WHICH HAVE BEEN ACCUSED OF INACCURATE 
REPORTING FROM VARIOUS DEVELOPING COUNTRIES. 

HOST OBSERVERS WOULD PROBABLY AGREE THAT IT IS NOT HARD 
TO FIND INSTANCES OF INACCURATE REPORTING, IT IS ALSO RECOGNIZED 
THAT THE HETHODS OF PRESENTING NEWS IN THE INDUSTRIALIZED 
DEMOCRACIES HAY NOT BE RIGHT FOR SOME DEVELOPING SOCIETIES, 
AND IT 1S CONCEDED THAT NEWLY-ESTASLISHED NATIONAL GOVERNMENTS 
CAN BE FRAGILE STRUCTURES, UNABLE TO WEATHER, FOR EXAHPLE, THE 
WATERGATE-STYLE REPORTING WHICH THE UNITED STATES SURVIVED 
THREE YEARS AGO. BUT, EVEN SO, THE NOW-ALIGNED NEWS POOL 
PROPOSAL HAS CAUSED SOHE HEAD-SHAKING AHONG PEOPLE CONCERNED 
WITH BOTH FREEDOM OF THE PRESS AND POLITICAL AND SOCIAL FREEDOM 


IN GENERAL. 
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THEY SEE THE PROPOSED NEWS POOL AS CONTAINING ONLY 
GOVERNMENT=SANCTIONED HEWS ITEMS, WITH ALL NEWS BEING REPRESSED 
WH'CH IS UNFAVORABLE TO OR CRITICAL OF ANY OF THE GOVERNHENTS 
CONCERNED, THEY ARE ALSO CONCERNED THAT CORRESPONDENTS FROM 
COUNTRIES NOT SUBSCRIBING TO THE NEWS POOL iJOULD 3& SUBJECTED 
TO CENSORSHIP AND HARASSENMENT, THEY ALSO BELIEVE THAT THE 
NON-ALIGNED NESS FCGL IDEA HAS SERIOUS DRAWBACKS FOR ITS 
PARTICIPANTS. IT IS LIKELY TO BE EXPENSIVE, TO CAUSE QUARRELS 
AMONG ITS MEMBERS AS TO S/HAT SHOULD OR SHOULD NOT BE PRINTED, 
AND TO LOSE CREDIBILITY WITH ITS READERS AND LISTENERS, 
CAUSING THEM TO TURN HiORE AiiD ii0ORE TO OUTSIDE SOURCES---EVEN 
THOSE LEGALLY FORBIODEN---TO GET THE REAL NEWS, 

WESTERN NEWSHEN HAVE HiADE IT CLEAR THAT THEY ARE NOT OPPOSED 
TO THE FORMATION OF A HES ORGANIZATION AS SUCH---GOVERNHENT- 
CONTROLLED OF OTHERWISE. AS THE iIANAGING DIRECTOR OF REUTERS, THE 
BRITISH NEWS AGENCY PUT IT: "IF THE IDEA GEHIND SUCH PROJECTS 
IS TO INCREASE THE FLO! OF INFCORitATION, THEN V€ WELCOME THEI," BUT 
IF THE FLOW OF INFORMATION-~-OF LEGITINATE AND ACCURATE NEWS 
REPORTING---IS TO CE RESTRICTED, THEN THERE IS CAUSE FOR 
CONCERN AMONG THOSE WHO CONTINUE TO BELIEVE THAT THERE IS 
A NECESSARY CONNECTION BETWEEN TRUTH AND FREEDOM, 
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